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(Course (ontent and Obicctivcs:

Students in Bcginning Drama will be introduced to basic theatre tcrminologg,
inclucling stage directions, scriPt components, and technical terms. T!-lc class will
engage in numerous imProvisational activities (both as a group and individua”g)
clcsignccl to create an awareness of the actor’s voice and body. Stagc presence and
audience awareness will be stressed as students learn the vital rclationsl'iip between
the actor and the audience. The class will exPeriment with character, relationships,
timing, and storgtc”ing tl'irougl'i various imProvisational scenes and excercises.
Bcginning Drama students will learn the imPortancc of i:o“owing direction as well as
worl(ing with fellow actors, and will be expected to be able to aPPIH these necessary
abilities. When a gooc! undcrstanding and aPPlication of basic theatre skills has been
formed, students will focus on analgzing, rehcarsing, memorizing, and Fina”g,

PerForming sSCENES FOI‘ ‘FC”OW classmates.

Grading:

]n Class Work: 40%

Assignments: 30% (Latc Homework ~for each school d33 homework is Iate, one
Point will be deducted)

Quizzes: 15%

Final Frcject: 15%

Homewori( and Classroom Format:

Ti‘lc nature of Bcginning Dramais one of Participation; therefore, the ma_joritg of
work rcciuired will take Place in class. [owever, students will be required to comPlete
homework assignments associated with our group imProvisational activities, as well as
several short essays throughout the year. |n addition, students will be rcquircd to
memorize scenes; time will differ for each student dcpending on memorization
’cechniquc/abi]itg. Ai:inal Projcc’c will be rcquired, with amPlc time to comPlcte Projcct.
Quizzcs will be announced, given Periodica”g tlﬂrougl‘iout the year, and will focus
mainly on basic theatre terminologg. Students will also be requircc] to see one live

theatrical Pchormancc of their ci'ioosing per semester,



Class and 5tudent Conduct:

Beginning Dramais a class in which the members are exPerimenting and taking risks in

front of their peers. Thereicore, ] expect the utmost respect and suPPort from cach
class member.

The i:o”owing guidelines exist so that the class as a whole may operate in a smooth
manner. Mg wish is that each student will have a rewarciing exPerience, have fun, learn
how to be comfortable on stage, build confidence, and l-ioPeicuug walk away from
“Beginning Drama? with a love of Peri:orming and many newig formed Friendships.

L All PerFormers must come to class reacly to focus

° A” PerFormers must ParticiPate in group warm-up excercises, designeci to
focus actors.

° lnitia”g, students are not rcquirec] to Participate in individual imProvisationai
games, but are encouraged to do so. However, if ti'ieg are not comfortable
sPeaking or PerForming a]one, they may simplg say, “Pass”.

e |n keeping with JA guicielines, there will be absolutelg NOFPUT-
DOWNS. Class members will be viewed as a )camilg, and will therefore

suPPor‘t and encourage cach other.
o Jtis very imPortant that Perpormers listen attentiveig to the instructor in order

to insure a Prociuctive and harmonious environment.

Ciassroom Foiicies:
All students are expecteci to abide bg the 4 T ribes Agreements:
Attentive Listening - Mutual Kespect ~No FutDowns
Rigi'it to Pass/ Right to Far‘{:icipate
Failure to abide bg the classroom Poiicics will negativclg affect the “Jn (lass \Work”

Por’cion of 3ourgracle.

Bathroom Folicg

- 5tuc|ents may take a three-minute bathroom break whenever necessary,

within reason, with Permission

!

Students should limit bathroom breaks to aPProPriate times cluring class
(rei-iearsal time, group work, etc...), not during teacher instruction, class

warm-ups and activities, or Peri:ormances

!

No student may leave the classroom without the green i'ia” ass
Y 8 p

T he student must sign the hall pass iog, with their name, time in, & time out



Tardg Folicg
- Studcnts are considered tardg when tl’xcg are not in the classroom when

the bell rings

Classroom DisruP’cions
- tis your Privilcgc, not your rigl-lt, to be in class.
N you continua”y disrupt the teacher's abilitg to teach or your classmate’s
ability to Icarn, you will lose your Privilcge to be in class
- (ontinuous clisruptions will be dealt with bg either VI Mr. Funasaki or
FrinciPaI Ms. McNei”

Gum/E_ating in Class
- Students may eat lunch in class ONLY if thcg are takir\g electives during
both lunch Pcriocls

- No gum chcwing is allowed in class

Ce” Fhoncs
- Cc“ Phoncs are Pcrmittcc‘ before school, after school, and c]uring lunch

- Thefirst cell Phor\c disruption will result in a verbal warning,

- The second cell Phone disruption will result in the loss of the cell Phonc for
the clag. The Phonc must be Pickcd up from Ms. McNeill or Mr.
Funasaki the next dag

ComPutcr USC

- Thefirst inaPProPriatc computer use will result in a verbal warning

- The second inaPProPriatc computer use will result in a loss of the
comPuter for that class Periocl

- Thethird inaPProPriatc computer use will result in a write up to Ms.

McNeill



| have read the course dcscrip’civc and classroom Policics for Bcginning
Drama. ] understand what is exPcctcd of me and agree to follow the
aforementioned rules. ]]C] do not follow the guidclincs, l 1Cu”g understand
the consequences of violating UA/Bcginning Drama classroom

management Policies.

Student’s 5ignature Date

Farent’s 5ignaturc Date

Fleasc sign agreement and turn in no later than Fridag, August 25,2006.



